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16 July 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
  
The Government guidance for September in schools has been released and you may well have read 
about some of the details in the press.  There is, unsurprisingly, a lot to do to get ready but I wanted to 
email and share some brief details about the guidance and September plans. 
 
A large part of the document is about ‘prevention and response’, which must be part of our plans for 
Hunter’s Bar Infant School.  The document emphasises  the importance of all members of the school 
community ensuring that they do not enter the building if they display any Covid 19-type symptoms, 
engaging with the NHS test and trace programme and keeping the school informed of the outcome of 
any testing (this is for staff, children and parents).   
 
There is also a very strict protocol, which must be followed if anyone displays symptoms when in the 
building. We will continue to work closely with local Public Health to manage any incidences of Covid 
19.  Prevention also entails a strict adherence to measures to maintain hand and respiratory hygiene. 
We will continue to remind everyone in school  about the need to maintain good hygiene and, whilst 
children do not need to maintain a 2-metre distance from each other in school from September, there 
should be no physical touching, sharing of pens, food etc. These are the messages we must work 
together to repeat and reinforce to keep our school and its community healthy and safe. 
 
Another key part of the document is about minimising contact.  Children at Hunter’s Bar Infant School 
will be in year group ‘bubbles’ but there will be minimal contact between class 
groups/bubbles.  Playtimes and lunchtimes will be spent in these year group or class bubbles.  The 
food we can provide in school will be limited to sandwich grab bags (with a choice of sandwich filling) 
and we do not intend to use the dining room initially for lunches.  We are happy for children to bring in 
packed lunches if they prefer. All procedures and systems will be under constant review as we start 
back in September.  
 
Whilst we have a lot of work to do for September to get school ready, we are delighted that, despite all 
the hard work ahead, we can have all our children back in school and back with their teachers.  All Key 
Stage One children return to school on Wednesday, 2 September (subject to local Public Health 
advice).  Please note, Tuesday 1 September is an INSET day for school staff. Children who are 
due to start in Reception should keep to their specified start date and time, which has already been 
communicated to new parents. 
 
Part of our planning for September will involve us considering whether we need to stagger start and 
finish times, allocating specified entrances etc.  Therefore, please keep a check on your emails over 
the Summer holidays, follow our Twitter feed and Facebook page.  We know that many parents are 
part of year group WhatsApp groups and ask that information is copied and disseminated so no one 
misses messages from school.  
 
Breakfast Club 
We aim to resume a limited Breakfast Club from Monday 7 September.  Please ensure that you have 
booked your childcare place if needed, via the school office.  
Cost: £4 
Open from 8.00 am onwards. 



Drop off will be at the main entrance door.  Please press the Hall buzzer when you arrive, and member 
of staff will collect your child from here.  Unfortunately, we are unable to invite other parents and 
children into the club as usual in order to preserve the bubble. 
 
After School Club 
We are regretful that the Stay and Play after school club will not be running in our school from 
September due to the limitations created by the COVID risk assessment. We realise that this will create 
childcare difficulties for some parents and offer our sincere apologies with a reassurance that we will 
continue to review this on an ongoing basis. 
 
I would like to say that it is important for parents to understand that in order to ensure that our school is 
as safe as we can make it for the whole school community we have no alternative but to make some 
changes to the way in which you are used to us working.  Parents will not be able to accompany 
their children into the school building.  I know that this is something that the children became 
accustomed to just before we had to close the school in March.  We are also acutely aware that they 
will be coming back to a new classroom with a new class teacher, but I really want to reassure you all 
that the staff in school are very mindful that this will be an adjustment for the children and will be 
putting as much in place as possible to make this transition smooth for them.  I know you will give us 
your full support and speak to your children before they come back to school in September to explain 
some of the changes. 
 
I hope that this helps provide some reassurance about September.  As ever, we must share and shape 
plans with staff, unions and governors, whilst providing reassurance to all members of our community.   
  
I feel it is just as important to share our current thinking and plans with you, our parents/carers and 
children. We will communicate further details about our return to school over the summer to keep you 
fully informed and up to date. 
  
As always our thanks to you for your support and our good wishes for the continued health of you and 
your loved ones.  
   
Yours sincerely 
 
Catherine Carr 
 
Catherine Carr 
Head Teacher 


