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CC/RCD 
 
2 June 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Following last Friday’s instruction by the Council not to reopen school more widely before 15 June.  We 
now need parents of children in Reception to more firmly indicate their intentions. 
 
When we last asked, many parents were understandably unsure about sending their children back to 
school.  To support your decision making, we can tell you a little about how it will look and hopefully 
reassure you about the health and safety precautions we have taken. 
 
Organisation 
Prompt drop off and pick up will be required at specified times.  Children must go straight to their teacher, 
who will greet them outside the entrance door and send them inside.  Another member of staff will support 
with hanging up coats and settling into class.  Only one adult can accompany children onto site and they 
should immediately vacate the site when their child has been handed over to a member of staff.  
Gatherings are not allowed in the yard. 
 
Children will be in classes of around 10 - 15 children with tables spaced 2m apart.  These ‘bubbles’ will be 
with the same allocated teacher and learning support assistant for the whole day, including lunchtime.  
Class based staff from all year groups are taking on these roles, so there is no certainty that your child will 
be with their usual teaching staff or in their usual classroom.  The integrity of each bubble is essential as 
the prime risk mitigation strategy.  We have put in a variety of measures to have clear 2m social distancing 
at all times but it has to be acknowledged that younger children will find this hard to adhere to at all times.  
 
Children will remain in their rooms at their own table place, but we will encourage as much outdoor learning 
as possible and keep rooms well ventilated.  The playground will be zoned so that the bubbles remain as a 
group in their own space.  The different groups will not mix or play together.  Large shared playground 
equipment will be out of use, but children will be provided with small, individual equipment items and 
encouraged to play games together in their group that do not involve touch or close proximity.  Children are 
not allowed to bring in their own toys or items.  They will be given their own pencils and stationery, which 
will remain on their table with no sharing.  
 
Lunch and Breaks 
Children will still be entitled to a free school meal which will be a ‘grab-bag’ sandwich option eaten in class.  
A packed lunch can be provided from home in a labelled, plastic box which has been thoroughly cleaned 
before it is brought to school.  Children will need to bring their own water bottle and fruit snack if they would 
like one.  Particular toilets will be allocated for use by one named bubble only. 
 
Curriculum 
Reception teachers will lead the planning and children will all have access to the same curriculum and 
similar activities. Initially, the curriculum will have a strong well-being focus, gradually moving to more 
academic learning. Children will need to become familiar with the new precautions and will be positively 
encouraged in regular washing of hands and social distancing in an age appropriate way.  
 
The School Offer 
It is currently our aim for children to attend school every day, finishing at around 12.00 noon on Fridays.  
We have to use this afternoon to cover statutory PPA (Planning, Preparation and Assessment time) for staff 
who are not only teaching in Reception but also organising home learning for children not in school.  
However, we have been asked by the Government to prioritise vulnerable children and children of critical 



workers.  To date, nearly 60 children have registered for a school place in this category.  To retain social 
distancing and small ‘bubbles’ we have limited capacity in school due to space and staffing restrictions.  It’s 
important that everyone understands that we could potentially need to change to a part time offer, should 
demand be very high.  We will do our best to keep you up to date. 
 
No fines will be imposed if you choose not to send your children to school.  Children who are clinically 
vulnerable or who have a member of their household who is extremely clinically vulnerable should not 
attend school. See Gov.uk for further guidance. 
 
Uniform 
Uniform is not compulsory but all clothing should be washed at the end of the day and children should not 
wear the same clothes on two consecutive days if they have not been washed. 
 
Having updated you on how school will be operating, we do now need to ask if you intend to take up the 
offer of a Reception place, or not, when the school reopens more widely.  Please can you respond to this 
letter, with the information shown on the slip below, via email to enquiries@huntersbar-inf.sheffield.sch.uk 
by not later than Friday, 5 June 2020.  This will give us the necessary time to establish the ‘bubbles’, notify 
you of which ‘bubble’ your child will join, the ‘bubble’ location, entry and exit to the building and start and 
finish time. 
 
We would ask that all parents respond to this letter (regardless of your previous response).  If you decide 
not to send your child back to school straight away and then change your mind, we will need to have notice 
of at least one week in order to make appropriate arrangements. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Catherine Carr  Laura Fitzgerald 
 
Head Teacher   Chair of Governors 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Reception Children 
 
Please can you respond to the following: 
 
Name of Child/Children 
Class 
 
Please indicate which statement below applies to your child/children: 
 
I will definitely take up a place in Reception when the school reopens more widely 
 
I will definitely NOT take up a place in Reception when the school reopens more widely and understand 
that should I change my mind I will need to give school at least one weeks notice. 
 
 
 
 


